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Homeopathy, as a medical system, presented a significant institutional and economic challenge
to conventional medicine in the nineteenth century. Although contemporary critics portrayed
homeopathic physicians as part of a sect whose treatment of disease was beyond the pale of
acceptable medical practice, homeopathy was in many ways similar to established medicine.
Anne Taylor Kirschmann explores the strategic choices and consequences for women
practitioners. Not only were female homeopaths respected within their communities, they also
enjoyed considerable professional advantages not available to women within regular medicine.A
Vital Force: Women in American Homeopathy offers a new interpretation of women’s roles in
modern medicine. Kirschmann strengthens and clarifies the history of homeopathic women
physicians and creates a framework of comparison to “regular,” or orthodox, physicians. Women
medical practitioners chose homeopathy in dramatic numbers from the mid-nineteenth through
the early twentieth centuries, although the reasons for this preference varied over time. Linked to
social reform movements in the nineteenth century, anti-modernism in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth, and countercultural ideals of the 1960s and 1970s, women's advocacy of
homeopathy has been intertwined with broad social and cultural issues in American society.
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Ligtstar, “Women Played an Important Role in Homeopathy. A fascinating look at the history of
homeopathy and the role women have played in keeping it alive and promoting it.Hahnemann,
who discovered homeopathy, was the first to train his wife to be a skilled homeopath. Women
and people of color were admitted to homeopathic medical schools, which taught the same
subjects as other medical schools with the addition of the homeopathic remedies, while being
shunned or barred by allopathic schools.While allopathic medical organizations and hospitals
treated women as second class citizens, ano often considered them too "delicate" to learn
medicine, homeopathic medical associations, hospitals and facilities often had women teachers
and administrators. It was homeopaths who first said medications should be proved on women
because they had different organs and illnesses than men and medicine should know how drugs
work on their systems.There were times, especially near the end when it got a little dry, but for
the most part, it held my interest. I just wish the print had been a little larger. I often could not
read too many pages because even with my strong glasses, I could not read more than 10
pages without my eyes tiring.”

The book by Anne Taylor Kirschmann has a rating of 5 out of 5.0. 1 people have provided
feedback.
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